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October 29, 2020

I. Call to Order.  Vice Chair Chuck Pritchard called the meeting to order at 3:07 pm and determined a quorum was not yet present.  Directors present:  Chuck Pritchard, Margy Lindquist, Randy Heinzen, George Kendall.  Staff present:  Devin Best.  Member of the public present:  Melissa Egger.
II. Additions/Changes to the Agenda.  None
III. Public Comment.  None.
IV. RCD Reports.
a. Board Updates.  George Kendall mentioned the North Coast Advisory Council is interested in receiving a presentation about 1) retaining water in the San Simeon and Santa Rosa Creek watersheds and 2) Gerhardt project overview.  Randy Heinzen gave an update on a Purple Pipe Project proposed for the Paso Robles Ground Water Basin and promoted by the Buena Vista Water Group   Jerry Lohr is one of the founders of this group and may be available in December or early 2021 to give a presentation to the RCD board.    Note:  Susan Cochran arrived to provide a quorum for the meeting.
b. Executive Director Report.  Devin Best reviewed the Executive Director report provided with the meeting packet.  Gerhardt project:  Site work is winding down.  Need to get site/construction completion approval from Stillwater Sciences.  There is confusion regarding the number of tons of rock included in the plans (800) versus the tons actually used in the project (452).  The construction was supervised by a Stillwater engineer.  A  demonstration project is being discussed with Paso Robles for a fire plan/vegetation management plan for the Salinas riverbed.  If done this could be the first such plan in CA involving riverbed management.  Hope for CEQA and 401 permit in Spring of 2021.  Santa Rosa Creek Stream Flow:  slow progress.  Cal Trans 2 (Centennial Creek):  Work may be delayed a year due to bureaucratic process/cooperative agreement signature delays.  Office search continues.  A grant application has been submitted to Dept. of Conservation for $250,000 for watershed coordinators.  “Durable Collaboration” with San Mateo, Monterey, and Santa Cruz RCDs is being pursued to facilitate collaboration/coordination.  Adelaida groundwater study is not receiving many consent forms for landowner participation.  There was board discussion about the slow buy-in by landowners.  Landowners are concerned about protecting their property rights and information.  There is wariness between grape growers and non grape growers in the region.  There is also landowner concern about county involvement in the study.  
c. NRCS MOA Discussion.  Devin Best reported that the aggregated NRCS questionnaire/form was submitted to the state NRCS office by the September 30 deadline.  Chuck Pritchard requested a board discussion of that form.  Hilary Phillips will be requested to discuss it at a future meeting.
V. Consent.  Susan Cochrane called for discussion of the September meeting minutes.  Name spelling corrections.  Devin Best discussed the September Treasurer’s report submitted by Mary Bianchi.  September was an active month because of project activity.  Combined checking/savings balance was $422,015.  Monthly “net income” was $26,872, due largely to Gerhardt project.  Balance sheet discussion.  Chuck Pritchard moved approval of Consent Agenda.  Margy Lindquist seconded.  Motion carried (Yes: S. Cochran, M. Lindquist, G. Kendall, C. Pritchard;  Abstain:  R. Heinzen).
VI. Board Action Items.
a. Office Space.  Devin Best stated that the office he had intended to present had been leased to another party so was not still available.  There was general discussion about local availability (not much in Templeton); Chuck Pritchard will ask his appraiser son to board look for available offices; Devin and Erin will keep looking.
b. Board Reappointments.  Devin Best reported that Tom Mora has agreed to another 4 year term.  George Kendall also agreed to another 4 year term.  
c. Board Appointment.  There was brief discussion of Melissa Egger’s application for the open board seat.  Margy Lindquist moved that Melissa Egger be approved for a four year board of director’s seat.  Randy Heinzen seconded.  Approval was unanimous and all welcomed Melissa to the board.  Next step will be a letter from the US-LT RCD to the county board of supervisors requesting their action.
VII. Agenda Setting.  Gerhardt Project:  discussion of Stillwater Engineering’s sign-off of the as built construction.  Hilary Phillips to help discuss the NRCS MOA input regarding county conservation priorities.  Reconvening of the Weed Subcommittee (D. Best to give Andy Johnson the Invasive Weed notes and also include Amy Smart).  Office space – may need to be an emergency meeting.
VIII. Adjournment.  Meeting was adjourned at 4:45 pm.  Next scheduled meeting will be the “Annual Party” with covid protocols on December 3.  Location and time to be finalized.  Erin and Susan to coordinate.

